
SENATE BILL REPORT
ESB 6741

As Passed Senate, February 10, 2006

Title:  An act relating to the joint task force on the administration and delivery of services to
children and families.

Brief Description:  Regarding the joint task force on the administration and delivery of services
to children.

Sponsors:  Senators Stevens, Hargrove, Carrell, Brandland and Rasmussen.

Brief History:
Committee Activity:  Human Services & Corrections:  1/31/06 [DP].
Passed Senate:  2/10/06, 45-0.

SENATE COMMITTEE ON HUMAN SERVICES & CORRECTIONS

Majority Report:  Do pass.
Signed by Senators Hargrove, Chair; Regala, Vice Chair; Stevens, Ranking Minority

Member; Brandland, Carrell, McAuliffe and Thibaudeau.

Staff:  Indu Thomas (786-7459)

Background:  The Children's Administration (CA) and the Juvenile Rehabilitation
Administration (JRA) are currently two separate administrations within a larger agency, the
Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS). CA and JRA are each led by an assistant
secretary who reports to the Secretary of DSHS. CA provides and oversees services to
families with children regarding their safety and placement.  JRA operates the state's juvenile
rehabilitation facilities and related functions.

DSHS was created in 1970 to combine the powers, duties, and functions vested in the existing
Departments of Public Assistance, Institutions, Veterans Rehabilitation Council, and
Vocational Rehabilitation.  DSHS currently provides services to other needy populations
through the Aging and Disability Services Administration (providing residential, home, and
community services for these populations), the Economic Services Administration ( providing
financial assistance through public assistance and employment programs, child support, and
child care), the Health and Rehabilitative Services Administration (providing mental health,
alcohol and substance abuse, deaf and hard of hearing, vocational rehabilitation, and civil
commitment services) and the Medical Assistance Administration (providing medicaid,
medicare, and related services).

In 2005, the Legislature created a task force to determine the most appropriate and effective
administrative structure for delivery of social and health services to children and families.
This task force was to compare the effectiveness of service delivery as part of an umbrella
agency as well as service delivery as a separate entity and examine administrative structures
used to deliver the same services in other states. The task force met several times over the
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interim.  The task force requested an extension of the deadline to report findings to the
Governor and the Legislature and an expansion of its membership.

Summary of Bill:  This legislation expands membership to include representatives of the
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Office of  Public Defense.  It further
specifies that representatives of the House Office of Program Research and Senate Committee
Services shall provide staff support and may provide consultation services to the task force.  
The task force shall report its recommendations to the Governor and the Legislature by
December 1, 2006.

Appropriation:  None.

Fiscal Note:  Not requested.

Committee/Commission/Task Force Created:  No.

Effective Date:  Ninety days after adjournment of session in which bill is passed.

Testimony For: The task force has many complex issues to address.  The additional time to
address these issues is necessary.  The new members will assist with the coordination between
this task force and others with similar focuses.

Testimony Against:  None.

Who Testified: PRO: Senator Stevens, prime sponsor, Laurie Lippold, Children's Home
Society.

House Amendment(s): The one-half full-time equivalent employee is removed from the bill.
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